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Lovers Walks and the Illuminations 
 

 

 

 

As you will all know by now a geological report has been done on the cliff faces 

in Derwent Gardens and has meant the closure of a section of Lovers Walks.  
This walk dates back to the mid-18th century and situated between New Bridge 

and Jubilee Bridge.  As a result all hillside walks in the area are out of bounds 

and the cliffs are closed to climbers. 
 

An area spanning 175 metres long above Lovers' Walks was inspected, 
covering five high angle limestone buttresses above steep  heavily wooded 

slopes, and most of these buttresses were found to contain loose blocks, some 
of which we are told could represent a considerable risk to the footpath. 

 

Derbyshire Dales District Council called a meeting on Wednesday 24th June to update concerned locals, including traders 

– around 60 local people, traders and members of the boatbuilding team attended.   
 

The meeting was attended by officers of Derbyshire Dales District Council – Dorcas Bunton, Chief Executive of DDDC, 
Paul Wilson, Corporate Director, Ashley Watts, Head of Community Development, Cllr Lewis Rose, Council Leader and 

Cllr Joyce Pawley, District Councillor for Matlock Bath.  Dorcas reported that following further surveys and reports 
remedial work is needed to ensure public safety and for the illuminations to go ahead.  As a result a full meeting of the 

District Council on Thursday 25th June will be asked to approve the spending of around £25,000 for scaling work to 

remove unstable rocks to make the area safe. 
 

Work will begin on 1st July and will take three weeks to complete.  If there is a chance that the works could over-run, 
the company has confirmed that extra resources will be put in place to ensure that the work is completed in plenty of 

time for the illuminations.  The geographical report can be viewed on line at 
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/loverswalkclosure  
 

For a full report from the meeting log on to http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/your-council/news-and-

publications/latest-news/1995-matlock-bath-illuminations-saved  
 

 Pro Loco Art 2015 
 

 
 

2014 Entry – Adam Reed 

 

Just a reminder that you still have time to register and enter our 36th Pro Loco 

Art Competition.  The competition closes on Friday 18th September 2015 – 
you must register before this date.  Log on to 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk to register and for more information.  

An entry form can also be posted to you for completion (contact the Clerk on 
07914 420545). 
 

Remember the finished piece does not have to be a painting – there are loads 

of different media that you can use to produce a piece depicting a scene or 
artefact of Matlock Bath. 
 
 

 

Prizes will be awarded in the following categories: 
 

Adult – 1st Prize - £150, 2nd Prize - £100, 3rd Prize - £50 

Young Artist and Junior Artist – 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be in the form of gift vouchers. 
 

In addition we have the Best Villager prize – awarded to a local resident.  We are offering more prizes this year 
including a new prize for the most artistic, innovative design.   
 

See Article from Mining Museum for news of a new special prize in the competition. 

http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/loverswalkclosure
http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/your-council/news-and-publications/latest-news/1995-matlock-bath-illuminations-saved
http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/your-council/news-and-publications/latest-news/1995-matlock-bath-illuminations-saved
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Illuminations Village Evening – Friday 25th September 2015 
 

This year the village evening will be held on Friday 25th September.  The 
evening will be a chance for residents to come down to Derwent Gardens and 

view the illuminated boats without the weekend crowds.  There is no entrance 

fee.  
 

The boats will parade at 8.00 pm and residents will be given the chance to vote 
for their favourite.  Once votes have been cast and counted, a presentation 

ceremony will be held later in the illuminations season.  Winners will be 
announced on the Parish Council’s website and in the Christmas Newsletter.  

Come down to Derwent Gardens and show your support for the boatbuilders who 
carry on this great unique annual Matlock Bath tradition. 
  

 

 
“Last One Home” – 1st Prize 2014 

The Hall Family has very kindly once again offered to give children of the village a free ride on the fairground.  Tokens 
should be collected from representatives of the Parish Council at the gate.  
 

As part of the Illuminations Village Evening, Gullivers Kingdom has also very kindly offered every child in the village a 

visit to Nerf.  They will be allocating wrist bands with times – numbers for each session will be limited.  Anyone wanting 
to book their child in would need to contact Anne Gill on 07963 130694 before the 25th September to ensure they have a 

time slot allocated. 
  

Why not bring your camera down and take a picture to enter in the Photography Competition?  
 

Afterwards at 8.45 pm, there will be a barbecue at The Temple Hotel, free for all residents of Matlock Bath.  Mel and 
Chris from The Temple have very kindly offered to sponsor and organise the barbecue again this year.  
 

Matlock Bath Pre-School Playgroup – Tanya Taylor 

 

 

 

The children of Matlock Bath Pre-School had a lovely surprise this week when their 

fantastic new kitchen arrived!  The Kitchen was purchased with a grant from Matlock 
Bath Parish Council, and is already proving popular with the children.  Amy Kirkland, 

from the Pre-School Committee, said “We’d like to thank the Parish Council for their 
help in providing us with this grant.  Our Pre-School has been at the heart of the 

community for over thirty years, and as a charity it is support such as this which has 

helped us go from strength to strength.  The children love their new kitchen!” The Pre-
School, based in the community room within the Grand Pavilion, accepts both funded 

and non-funded children and is open Monday to Friday, including some full days. 
Thursday is ‘Rising Fives’ day, when our highly qualified, friendly staff help to prepare your child for starting school. For 

more information please see www.matlockbathpreschool.co.uk or call Sarah on 07870 525001.  
 

Peak District Mining Museum – Laura Smith 
 

As an extension of this year’s Pro Loco Art Competition, the Peak District Mining Museum would like to invite entries to 

inspire the design of a leaded, stained-glass window. The window will be installed in the Museum, as part of a new 

permanent exhibition - ‘Matlock Bath Through Time’. The final window design will be produced by stained-glass artists, 
but we would like the design to be influenced by the ideas of surrounding communities.  Entries should reflect what you 

think is important to the identity of Matlock Bath.  Three winners will be chosen from the adult entry, all of whom will be 
able to take part in a full day stained-glass workshop at the Eco Centre. There will be an alternative prize for entries into 

the under-16s categories.  The project has been funded by The Heritage Lottery Fund, The Charles Hayward 

Foundation, The Headley Trust, Museum Development East Midlands, The Grand Pavilion Ltd, Cllr Irene Ratcliffe and 
Andy Botham through the Communities Leadership Scheme. 
 

Dog Poo! 

 

Here at The Temple we have had an increase in dog diarrhoea on the road outside of the hotel.  As this is a main route 
down to Holy Trinity Primary School we are having children ride through this on their bikes before they have noticed it is 

there.  This is not pleasant for the children, teachers, us or our guests to have to deal with.  We understand that if this 
happens to your dog when out on a walk you are not able to pick it up but we would be more than happy to provide 

water for you to wash it away.  If it happens really early in the morning when no-one is around please give us a call and 

let us know so we can deal with it before it’s too late – 01629 583911.   
 
 

http://www.matlockbathpreschool.co.uk/


 Pro Loco Photography Competition 2015 

  
The 6th Pro Loco Photography Competition is now open and we look forward to seeing all 
your wonderful pictures of Matlock Bath.  Entrants can submit up to 4 photographs and 

already we have received some interesting photographs. 
 

To enter the competition you will need to either contact the Clerk for an entry form or 

download your photographs via our website.   
 

There are some great prizes on offer including a few new ones this year.  As well as the 1st, 
2nd and 3rd Prizes, we again this year have the Best Picture categories of the Illuminations, 

Masson Mills, Heights of Abraham, Holy Trinity Church and High Tor/Artists Corner. A new 
prize this year is for the Best Picture of ‘A Hidden Gem of Matlock Bath’ – surprise us with a 

photograph of somewhere off the beaten track and Best Picture of the Heritage of Matlock 
Bath – here we are looking for a photograph capturing the rich and interesting history of the 

village.   Don’t forget we also award a prize for the Best Villager Photograph. 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

Check out the website – 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk for 

further information. 
 

This competition closes on  
9th October 2015 

 

Masson Hill Fell Race 2015 – John Middleton & Leah Maltby 
 

The fourth Masson Hill Fell race took place in Matlock Bath on April 28th at 7pm, the registration venue being the Holy 
Trinity School on Clifton Road.  The race has a fell Runners Association permit and is categorised by them as a short A 

class race, denoting the highest level of difficulty although over a short course.  This attracts some of the best fell 
runners in Derbyshire, Staffordshire, South Yorkshire and even further.  We had a record 133 runners this year and the 

registration team were almost overwhelmed by the entries!  It was a beautiful Spring evening and mostly dry underfoot 
for the runners who attempted the challenge of 6.5km with 340m of ascent, climbing the Wapping path from the New 

Bath Road, deviating through woodland to cross Bonsall Fields to the Masson summit, returning via the Heights of 

Abraham. This year, the landowners helped us by keeping the cattle off the fields, for which we are very grateful and 
for their continuing support.  
 

The winner was Luke Beresford from Ripley AC in a new record time of 30:27 minutes with Ben Cartwright from Matlock 

AC a very close second at 30:36 and the junior runner Max Wainwright (Staffs Moorlands AC) in third place.  Steph 
Curtis (Pennine) was for the fourth year the first lady home in 36:17 with Christine Howard from Matlock AC in second 

place.  It was good to see a strong showing again from local runners, with three Matlock AC members in the first 20. 

Full results and photographs can be seen at www.massonhillrace.org.uk  
 

The race raised £530 net proceeds for school funds.  The PTA arranged refreshments for the runners and helpers.   
Voucher prizes were kindly donated by Sue and Abid Shah of Huckleberry Willow in Chesterfield, supporting the race for 

the fourth year. 
 

Thanks to all who marshalled and helped on the course, around 30 of us this year, and especially to landowners. Some 
competitors remarked that they would like to come back with their families and walk the course as “You get some of the 

best views in Derbyshire”.  As we lucky folks in Matlock Bath know.  
 

District Councillor’s Report – Cllr Joyce Pawley 
 

First of all I want to thank all those people living in Matlock Bath who voted for me in the recent District Council 

elections.  Matlock Bath is obviously a vibrant community and I am very proud to be able to serve you over the next 

four years so please do get in touch with me if you think I may be able to help in any way. 
 

Obviously there are quite a few issues of major concern at the moment, not least of which is the situation of the stability 
of the buttresses above Lovers Walk and the impact that might have on the illuminations later in the year.  Both Garry 

Purdy and I are working on that and will keep you up to date with further developments. 
 

I am looking forward to my regular meetings with the Parish Council where, I am sure I will be able to keep abreast of 
much that is of concern, but as I said do feel free to contact me at joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk or on 825431 

should you wish to talk. 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.massonhillrace.org.uk/
mailto:joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk


Matlock Bath Sports Area 
 

 

 

  

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 
 

In the March Newsletter we reported to you that the Parish Council is looking 

to renovate the sports area which is situated on South Parade, next to the 
Pavilion and Bowling Green.   
 

The idea is that a multi-use games area will be created which would provide 

year round activities, such as Basketball, Netball, Tennis, 5-a-side football.  
Matlock Bath is in desperate need of a free sports facility which will be open to 

residents of all age groups.   
 

We would also look to having it floodlit so it could be used in the evenings. 
 

As we would need to seek external funding for this project, Matlock Bath Parish Council will apply for funding through 

Sport England. 
 

So far, the response from residents concerning the renovation project has been good and very positive comments have 
been received.   However, we desperately need more comments in order to substantiate our application to prove that 

there is a need for this sports area in the village and surrounding villages.   
 

The Parish Council has therefore decided to delay in submitting a grant application until more comments and opinions 
have been received.  The emphasis on the application form is to get all age groups participating in more sports and 

that’s why we need you to let us know what you think.  The area is leased from Derbyshire Dales District Council and 
under the terms of the lease can only be used as a sports area. 
 

 

We know that there are currently very few places in the area where you can 

play sports and with this in mind, we are hoping to create an area which will 
be used by both residents and visitors.  The Parish Council would like to offer 

the facility free of charge for Matlock Bath residents.  We are also hoping to 
attract new and old clubs to use the facility. 
 

The results of the consultation will be used to decide whether the Parish 

Council will move forward and support funding bids for improvements to the 
area.  So until we know the views of residents we do not feel we can move   

 forward.  If there is strong opposition or a poor response to the survey, then the Parish Council will need to decide 

whether to proceed with this particular proposal any further.   Please let us have your views – positive or negative 
by: 
 

 completing the on line survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WLSY22W  OR 

 e-mail clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk with your general comments  OR 

 log on to www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk and follow the link from the home page  OR 

 drop us a line at Coppice End, Derby Road, Matlock Bath, DE4 3PU 
 

We need your written comments no later than Friday 11th September 2015. 
 

 Matlock Bath Music Festival 2015 

  

 

 

This is the fifth year for Matlock Bath Music Festival (MBMF) and the event will 

see over 65 musical acts coming to the area.  Oak Jam, Frank, Catching 
Kate, Echoed in Earth, Juneau, and Wobble and Wheeze amongst many, MANY 

others will be bringing music of all genres to Derbyshire on the 11th of July. 

 
Well supported by both the audience and local businesses MBMF is becoming 

one of the busiest weekends in Matlock Bath every year and enjoys working 
collaboratively with the pubs, cafe's and other businesses in Matlock Bath.  
 
 

Bought to life by the collaboration of local label Medius Music alongside local promoters, musicians and sound engineers, 

MBMF has become a vast undertaking, with nine venues operating simultaneously and showcasing live music from 

midday until closing time! 
 

For more information check www.facebook.com/matlockbathmusicfestival or contact us at MBMF@live.co.uk    
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WLSY22W
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/matlockbathmusicfestival
mailto:MBMF@live.co.uk


Chairman’s Report 2014-2015 
 

It has been another extremely busy, challenging, eventful yet satisfying year for the Parish Council.  As you will see in 
the report that follows, we have been involved in a variety of activities that hopefully have brought an improvement to 

the environment and quality of life in Matlock Bath.   In June we welcomed a new Councillor – Jennifer Nettleship - who 
was co-opted onto the Parish Council.  In addition to the Parish Councillors, we have a number of other volunteers who 

serve on our Committees.  Copies of all Committee and Parish Council Minutes can be found on our website.  
 

Parish Council Budget – This comes from the residents of Matlock Bath and is collected though the council tax bill in 

the form of a precept.  Using the Committee structure, each with its own budget, the Council has an open management 
of the village finances with an emphasis on value for money, flexible, needs led finance responses and bringing in 

sponsorship and grants whenever possible.   
 

Finance Committee - We have been able to award grants to various organisations - the Derbyshire Sub Aqua for the 
Boxing Day Raft Event, Matlock Bath Bowls Club, Matlock Bath Pre-School Playgroup, the Boatbuilders Association, 

Matlock Bath Theatre Group and also funds towards the Children’s Christmas Party.   
 

Environment & Conservation Committee – The Nature Reserve is managed by a group of volunteers who have 

strived to make the area a haven for flowers and wildlife and a safe and quiet area for residents. In order to be more 
effective, a storage shed has been purchased.  Matlock Bath Parish Council is a member of the Rights of Way Minor 

Maintenance Scheme run by DCC and although we do receive a small grant for cutting back the vegetation on the steps, 
we set aside a small budget to do any further work which may need doing. 
 

As well as the four three tier planters the Parish Council has on the Parades, we have three barrels – two at the bottom 

of Clifton Road and one by the “Matlock Bath” sign opposite Masson Mills.  These barrels are planted and maintained by 

volunteers.  There is also the cattle trough and the area around it on the A6 – again generously planted and maintained 
by another volunteer.  The DDDC litter bin review last autumn saw the removal of some litter bins which are under-used 

thus saving DDDC much needed funds.  The Parish Council was approached by a local resident asking whether they 
would purchase some litter picks for residents.  We have so far given out 6 litter picks to be shared amongst neighbours 

for self-help clearing of litter. 
  
Facilities Committee – DDDC gave permission to re-paint the finger posts on the Parades.  They looked scruffy and 
they were in desperate need of a ‘spruce’.  With the hard work from our local ‘handyman’ all posts were re-painted.  

Many residents will have noticed that one of the finger posts only had one finger remaining – the others disappearing 

over the years.  We were able to replace 4 of the missing fingers from a post which was not been used and stored at the 
Council depot. 
 

Communications Committee – The website continues to be a very popular way of communication as well as our 

quarterly Newsletter.  The website contains a vast amount of information enabling us to keep residents up to date with 
village life. 
 

Activities Committee – Both the Art and Photography Competitions continue to be popular and very successful.  We 

are very fortunate to receive sponsorship from Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills and the Heights of Abraham as well 

as other specific sponsorship for the Photography. We are very proud to work with the British Legion to facilitate 
Remembrance at the War Memorial.  This is an integral part of the Great War Project and was a much more inclusive 

event and included contributions from children and representatives from Holy Trinity School and Highfields School.  We 
were fortunate as well to have the music provided by representatives of the Masson Mills Band. 
 

The Parish Council is grateful to The Temple who once again sponsored the village Christmas Tree in Memorial Gardens.  

‘Singing around the Christmas Tree’ attracted a large number of residents and was enjoyed by all.  Music was provided 
by John Phillips (and his guitar) and Gerry Kreibech (and his keyboard) followed by a tasty buffet hosted by The Midland 

Hotel and funded by the Parish Council. 
 

We held the 3rd Illuminations Village Evening.  The weather was perfect and the boatbuilders were able to row the boats 

to give residents and traders a chance to view the illuminated boats without the weekend crowds.  The Temple very 
kindly hosted a BBQ afterwards. 
 

December saw the 4th seniors lunch held at the High Tor Hotel.  It was enjoyed by 25 residents and is something which 

we will repeat again this year. 
 

Heritage Lottery Grant Funding – The Parish Council secured a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund for a project 
commemorating WW1.  The Great War – Life in the Bath project is a partnership with Peak District Mining Museum, Holy 

Trinity Primary School, the Parish Council and local residents.  The project so far has included a special Act of 

Remembrance, an exhibition in the Pump Room in the summer, an outdoor display and a vintage newsletter. 
 
 



 

And we also ….  have representatives on various 
bodies including The Derwent Valley Rail Partnership, 

the Safer Neighbourhood Team, Footpaths and the 

DDDC Illuminations Liaison Committee. 
 

Our adoptees of Matlock Bath station planted and 

maintained planters and barrels with summer bedding 

and winter flowering.  In September it was announced 
that Matlock Bath was the runner up in the Best Small 

Station Category run by East Midlands Trains. 
 

The future – We hope to move forward this year with 
the refurbishment of the sports area.  We will purchase 

more bench and ‘spruce up’ older benches.  In 

everything we do, we aim to give the village value for 
money.  Finally thanks go to all those who have worked 

so hard in everything we do for the village.   
 

A full version of the Chairman’s Report can be found on 
our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

Check out our website for up-to-date news, events and 
information regarding the Parish Council. 

 
 

Sophie Beardmore – 1970-2015 
 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we learned of the news of the sudden illness and death 

of Sophie. She worked with the Parish Council on the Environment and Conservation 
Committee. She brought her great enthusiasm for walking and the outdoors with her 

knowledge and expertise on rights of way to ours discussions on the footpaths of the 

village. Her love of research and investigation encouraged her to write articles on 
walks for this publication. Her most recent article, A Walk in Time which included 

investigations into the village 1910 Doomsday book and maps was featured in last 
summer’s newsletter. She had plans to develop it for this summer’s exhibition of ‘The 

Great War – Life in ‘The Bath’.  We shall endeavour to continue this work but cannot 

promise to do it her very high standards. The Chairman of the Environment  
Committee and the Chairman of the Parish Council represented the PC at the service 

to celebrate her life at St Giles Church on 5th June. Her husband Antony and son Josh who live at the bottom of St John’s 
Road have indicated that they would like continue Sophie’s involvement in the work of the Parish Council.  
 

A View from the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

You will by now have read the article on the front page about Lovers’ Walk.  The news that the 
Illuminations will go ahead will be greeted differently by the various groups in the village.  The 

business community, many of whom were present at the meeting will welcome the news, whereas 

some residents dread the Saturday nights of gridlocked roads, noise and litter.  Others will just 
accept is as part of living in Matlock Bath.  This is a dilemma faced by a village that is both a 

tourist attraction and home for its residents.  It is also a difficult issue for the Parish Council as we 
have to balance the needs of those who live here and provide us with our funds (the precept) with  

the needs of the visitor.  We hope we get the balance about right but we realise it will be difficult to please all the 

people all of the time.  
 

In this bumper edition of the newsletter, I hope you will find time to read the first of a series of articles by the Clerk 
explaining the role of the Parish Council.  The bureaucracy that surrounds local government is complex and can be 

frustrating but it is there to protect both your money which is being spent and the councillors who spend it.  These 
‘rules’ have been developed over time and are crucial to our democratic way of working.  Hopefully by having a better 

understanding of how the system works, the village will be able to use that system to benefit and develop. However 
imperfect, it has to be better and fairer than either a patronage or a dictatorship.  I hope you have a wonderful summer 

and look forward to seeing you at one of the many events organised for the autumn.  
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Friends of Matlock Bath  - Friends of Matlock Bath 
 

A couple of dozen locals met at the Temple Hotel on May 21 and agreed to form a brand-new organisation - the Friends 
of Matlock Bath.  Already there are plans buzzing that could have beneficial effects on the village itself and on the lives 
of its residents, its traders and its visitors.  
 

At the formal level, Matlock Bath’s interests are looked after by the Derbyshire County Council, Derbyshire Dales District 

Council and Matlock Bath Parish Council.  The idea is that a ‘Friends’ association could be a great help to all of these 

authorities by continually suggesting ways in which the place could be improved - and perhaps providing enthusiastic 
volunteers from among those who have great affection for the village. 
 

The idea came from Mel Richardson, who owns the Temple Hotel with husband Chris.  It was inspired by ‘Nick the Vic’ - 

the Rev Nick Grayshon - who kept hearing comment from his parishioners that the strings of coloured bulbs that are 
today’s ‘lights’ were a far cry from the ambitious and entertaining displays of earlier years.  Nick discussed the matter 

with electrician Martin Fisher of Belper - a regular visitor to Matlock Bath - who contacted a company specialising in 

state-of-the-art light shows. The resulting evening demonstration, hosted by the Midland Hotel, bathed the riverside 
trees in spectacular sweeps of colour. 
 

Several dozen residents and traders turned out to watch. Among them was Mel - and it was the enthusiasm of the 

assembled crowd that gave her the idea of a ‘Friends’ group to support anything that helped the village retain and 
improve its reputation. ‘I simply sent round an e-mail to see what people thought of the idea,’ she says, ‘ and there was 

a very encouraging response.’ 
 

The urgent need for more public toilets dominated the exploratory first meeting, as structural problems have closed 
those in Memorial Gardens and visitors have been asking if they can use the private facilities of traders and some 

residents. Concern was also voiced about the tatty appearance of the Millennium Fountain near the Pavilion, where there 

used to be a popular paddling pool, and there was talk of getting support for the Parish Council to enable them to 
renovate the sports area next to the bowling green. 
 

FOOTNOTE: To be effective the ‘Friends’ association needs to be the voice of as many villagers as possible, so the 

Parish Council has agreed to circulate the yellow membership form that you will find in this issue of the newsletter. Do 
fill it in and send it to friendsofmatlockbath@gmail.com, either as a scan or photo from your smart phone, or just send 

your email address so as you can be updated.  There is also a collection point at The Temple hotel on Temple Walk if 

you prefer pen and ink! Thank you. 
 

The Illuminations, Fireworks and ‘Access Only’ roads  

  
  

If you live in a property on an ‘access only’ road or accessed from one of these roads you will receive with this 

newsletter, a letter from Derbyshire Dales District Council along with two ‘resident’ car notices.  
 

The most serious problems occur during the fireworks evenings and as there are to be seven this year, it was felt that it 
was important to have in place the necessary safeguards to protect the village from parking gridlock.  Focus is on  the 

side roads which seem to become a target for visitor ‘free parking’ – Clifton Road, Temple Road, Waterloo Road and all 
roads accessed via Holme Road.  On ‘Firework Evenings’ – the seven Saturdays from 19th September - all these roads 

will have a ‘road closure enforcement’ from 6pm. They will have a security officer from the illuminations stationed at the 

junction with the A6 (apart from Temple Road when he will be just past the entrance to Gullivers).  He will only allow 
vehicles with the necessary permit to access these roads thus enforcing the ‘access only’ regulation.  
 

Please read the enclosed letter carefully and put the notices in a safe place.  We will put a reminder in the September 

newsletter but then it will be too late to get more permits in time for the first ‘fireworks’ evening.  As with everything the 
Parish Council does, we welcome feedback from residents - both positive and negative.  We hope that these improved 

arrangements will make the side roads and properties much safer during these congested times for the village. 

Be Portion Size Wise – Derbyshire County Council 
 

A new campaign aimed at encouraging people to be healthier by eating less has been launched by Derbyshire County 
Council. 
 

The six month campaign, ‘Be Portion Size Wise’, urges people to think about whether they’re putting too much food on 

their plates.  Obesity is a growing problem in the UK and Derbyshire is no exception with 66.9% of people now classed 
as overweight or obese. 
 

To find out more about the campaign, sign up to the Portion Size Wise challenge and get lots of help and advice go to 

www.derbyshire.gov.uk/portionsizewise 
 

mailto:friendsofmatlockbath@gmail.com
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/portionsizewise


District Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

We are dealing with a number of serious challenges at 
present: 
 

Firstly, The Memorial Garden Building/Public Conveniences 

– Following a routine inspection a few weeks ago the 
building was found to be structurally unsound on the river 

side, where the building is built into the river bank. 
 

We had no alternative but to close for safety reasons and I 

ensured that the Authority followed this up with 
appropriate fencing, signage and the provision of 

temporary toilet accommodation (Portaloos). I have called 
for further work and an enhancement re the latter given 

certain problems we have experienced recently. 
 

A report is to be presented to the Governance & Resource 

Committee on 16th July 2015 when we are led to 
understand that Options will be put forward as to 

recovering the situation. 
 

These Options will include (a) repairing the building (b) 
alternative public convenience arrangements. 

In respect of the latter our Officers are currently 

investigating and this will form the basis of the report. 
Much will depend upon the cost of repair to the Memorial 

Building. 
 

I want to assure you that I will fight for the best solution to 
this issue. 
 

 

 

Secondly, Rock Fall on Lovers Walk, Matlock Bath - Whilst this occurred before last year’s Matlock Bath Illuminations, 

when we took steps to protect the public at that event, further issues have arisen in the rock face which caused the 
Authority to commission an independent report from a Company expert in geological issues. 
 

As a result of the publication of this report an urgent meeting was arranged (Tuesday morning 9th June 2015) with 

myself and Cllr Mrs Joyce Pawley, the CEO Mrs Dorcas Bunton, Senior Officers and the Leader and Deputy Leader of the 

Council.  The report contained some damning evidence of serious risk to the public presented by a concern for further 
fall of rock from the five buttresses that make up the cliff face running from Jubilee Bridge down to New Bridge. 
 

DDDC had no alternative but to close the path.  Unbelievably people have taken it upon themselves to ignore the 

warning signs, cut the barrier tape and take a walk along this area! Be it on your own head as they say! 
 

Following the public meeting on 25th June, and as reported in the article on the front page, I am pleased to confirm that 
the remedial work to make safe the rock face will be going ahead and the illuminations will take place this year.   
 

As always, if you have any issues or queries please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Benches 
 

After the successful installation of 6 new benches last year together with memorial plaques, the Parish Council has 
decided to install three further benches in the village.  These will be fitted shortly. 
 

At the same time Councillors expressed concern that the benches in Memorial Gardens were looking a little shabby and 

could do with a clean and polish.  As the Parish Council already has two benches in the Gardens, it seemed appropriate 
to discuss with DDDC whether they would have any objections to the Parish Council renovating all of the benches.  

 

We are pleased to report that DDDC were in agreement and we are currently arranging for this to be done.  We will also 
be putting memorial plaques on them.  One of the first plaques to go on will be in memory of Ken Askew who passed 

away in June 2014. 
 

 

 
 
 



The Parish Council? – Parish Clerk 
 

I think most people have heard of the Parish Council but what exactly do we do?  Well, let me try and explain.  The 

Parish Council is a corporate body, a legal entity separate from that of its members and established by legislation in 

1894.  All decisions made by the Parish Council are the responsibility of the whole body (even if sometimes individuals 
do not agree with them).  Parish Councils are granted powers by Parliament including the important authority to raise 

money through taxation – the precept, plus a range of powers to spend this money. 
 

Despite what many people may believe, Parish Councils cannot undertake anything they wish.  In fact, they can only do 
things where legislation exists.  A Parish Council cannot undertake activity which legislation permits another local 

authority (in our case DCC and DDDC) to undertake such as education, waste collection, planning and development, 

building control, street parking, environmental health etc. 
 

Two important terms in the world of a Parish Council are ‘duties’ and ‘powers’.  Duties are legal obligations – actions that 
a Council must take by law whereas Powers are contained in legislation and permit actions to be taken at the Council’s 

discretion.    Therefore: 
 

 A Council must do what the law requires it to do (duties); 

 A Council may do only what the law says it may do (powers); 

 A Council cannot do anything unless permitted by legislation 
 

Whereas Derbyshire Dales District Council and Derbyshire County Council have legal duties to deliver services such as 

education, housing, planning, transport, environmental health and social services, the Parish Council has few duties and 
greater freedom to choose what action to take.  Exceptions are that a Council must: 
 

 Comply with employment law  

 Comply with its obligations under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Data Protection Act 1998 and the 

Equality Act 2010. 

 Consider the impact of their decisions on reducing crime and disorder in their area 

 Have regard to the protection of biodiversity in carrying out their functions 

 Consider the provision of allotments if there is demand for them from local residents & it is reasonable to do so 

 Decide whether to adopt a Churchyard when it is closed, if asked to do so by the Parochial Church Council. 
 

In addition, a Parish Council also has a duty to ensure that all the rules for the administration of the Council are 

followed.  These include: appointment of a Chairman, appointment of an Officer to carry out its functions and financial 
affairs (Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)), adopt a code of conduct, hold meetings, and adopt standing orders. 
 

Powers which the Parish Council can exercise are wide and include the provision and maintaining of bus shelters, clocks, 

community gardens, litter bins, public rights of way, sports and recreational facilities, war memorials, websites etc. 
 

In addition, Parish Councils have the power to publish information about the council through a Newsletter, comment on 

planning applications affecting the Council’s area, provide public toilets, encourage tourism to the area, spend money on 
crime detection and prevention measures, provision of entertainment and support of the arts, plant trees and shrubs and 

to maintain roadside verges, provide a wide range of recreational facilities, provide life-saving appliances, provide public 
seating and provide grants to community bodies.  This however is not an exhaustive list of the powers. 
 

To act without the legal power is an unnecessary risk which could lead to financial and legal difficulties, otherwise known 

as ultra vires (beyond its powers).  The Parish Council draws up a number of policies which the Council has to follow.  

These include Standing Orders, Code of Conduct, Financial Regulations, Complaints Procedures, Co-option, Publication 
Scheme, Grant Policy etc. 

 

The Parish Council not only represents the community but is also an employer and as such has to act as a responsible 

employer.   The Parish Council is not a business and should not be run like one but it should always look to give value 
for money.  The Parish Council must therefore be confident that whenever it spends any money: 
 

 It has legal power (it is not acting beyond its power) 

 It follows lawful procedures 

 It does not take unnecessary risks 

 Transactions are transparent 

 Councillors conform to standards in public decision making 
 

Too much bureaucracy or rules I hear you say!  Remember they are there to protect people’s rights and give confidence 
that the Council is run properly. 

 
The September issue will look at the role of the Parish Councillor and Clerk/RFO. 
 
 



Seniors Christmas Lunch 2015 
 

This year the Seniors Christmas Lunch will be held on 
Thursday 10th December 2015.  The venue has yet to 

be finalised.  Further details will be published on our 
website and in our September Newsletter.   
 

Last year saw an increase in residents attending and it was 

enjoyed by everyone.  So if you are over 60, a resident of 

the village, why not come along this year.  If you, or you 
know of anyone who, would like to attend please contact 

the Clerk on 
07914 420545 

Or e-mail clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

 

 
 

Contact Details 

 

Check out our website for all Parish Council matters 

including Councillors’ contact details, dates of forthcoming 

Parish Council meetings, Minutes of all Committee and 
Parish Council meetings, news and forthcoming events in 

the village.  Log on to:  
 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

If you wish to raise anything with the Parish Council please 
contact the Parish Clerk on 
 

clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Dates of Parish Council meetings for 2015/2016 are: 
 

Wednesday 15th July 2015  

Wednesday 23rd September 2015  
Wednesday 25th November 2015  

Wednesday 27th January 2016  

Wednesday 23rd March 2016  
Wednesday 25th May 2016  

 
Any changes to these meeting dates will be shown on our 

website 

 

 Florals in the Village 

 

 

 

Have you noticed the floral displays in the village?  There are again four planters 
displaying a lovely array of flowers.  They really make the village look bright and 

attractive and already we have received positive feedback from residents and 
visitors.  
 

The Parish Council has arranged once again the planting of the cattle trough which 

was given to the village over one hundred years ago and is now sited on the A6 
below the New Bath Hotel.  Thanks to David Russell for planting our cattle trough 

again. 
 

Again this year the three barrels – one opposite Masson Mills and two at the bottom of Clifton 

Road – all already looking lovely have been planted.  Our thanks go to Cathy Cresswell for doing 
this work on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 

The rose garden which was planted in commemoration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee is looking 

great, thanks to local resident, David Russell  
 

Station adoptees have been busy at Matlock Bath Station planting all the barrels and hay racks to 
make the station look lovely and bright.  Our thanks go to Cllr Michael Wilderspin, Cllr Lorraine 

Keeble, Cllr Peter Baranek, Anne Wilderspin, Peter Keeble and Alistair Morley and his team for 
undertaking this. 
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The Great War – Life in the Bath – Summer Exhibition 2015 
 

As you will see from the poster on the right, this summer’s 
exhibition will be opening soon in the Pump Room.  As last 

year entry is free. The poster for the exhibition is based on 
a postcard bought in the village by a young Albert 

Hodgkinson and his mother Matilda who lived in Glenorchy 

Cottages at South End.  Albert sent the card to his father, 
Lawrence, who was fighting in the trenches on the western 

front with The Sherwood Foresters.  Many of the 
Hodgkinson family still live in the Matlock area and have 

contributed to the exhibition.  
 

Also featuring prominently in the exhibition will be the 

work of Holy Trinity Primary School seen below with ‘an 
unknown soldier’ made by the patients of Newholme 

Hospital’s Riverside ward.  They have also been looking at 
school life 100 years ago and the old village school on 

Derby Road.  As well as the work of the children, the 

exhibition will have a 1915 style classroom and ‘the 
unknown soldier’ will be there. The school will be visiting 

the exhibition in period costume and their visit will be 
filmed.  
 

There will be exhibits by other residents, information about 

the 1910 Doomsday Book and Sophie’s ‘A Walk in Time’ 
and many other interesting information about life in the 

village and those from the village involved in the conflict 

around the world.  If you have anything from the time that 
you feel that would be of interest to others, please get in 

touch. 
 

 

 

 

The display we have already prepared had to be moved from the 

Memorial Gardens shelter when it was closed in the winter.  We 
re-housed it in the bandstand on Lovers’ Walk which will be 

accessible once Lovers’ Walk is re-opened before the end of July.   
 

Our website continues to grow and includes video clips of last 
year’s exhibition. The Facebook page is also growing and if you 

wish to ‘tweet’ you can – full details below.  We also hope in the 

autumn to have an information board about the War Memorial 
installed in Memorial Gardens. Get involved and find out more by 

using any or all of the following: 
 

Facebook: The Great War – Life in The Bath  

Twitter:  @ww1inthebath  
Email: ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.ww1remembered.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk      

The Great War – Life in the Bath Exhibition is open from 
11th July until 20th September 2015  

10.00 am- 4.30 pm daily 
in the Pump Room of the Grand Pavilion 

 

ADMISSION FREE! 
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“Who’s been sleeping in my bedroom?” – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

Whilst researching the archive newpapers at the Derbyshire Records Office for 
the vintage Newsletter, I was amazed at the number of people who were 

staying in the village during the August Bank Holiday weekend of 1915.  Of 

course, at that time we had the Royal Hotel which had 119 guests in 
residence.  There were a number of smaller hotels some of which were listed; 

The New Bath – 42, Hodgkinsons – 7 but some of the hotels did not list their 
guests.  These included the Bath Terrace Hotel.  However, what was amazing 

was the number of ‘ordinary’ houses that had holiday visitors staying.  These 
were not permanent lodgers, but 1915 B&Bs.  It is not clear whether breakfast 

was included in any deal.  The properties are listed below with the number of 
A bedroom at the Royal Hotel 1915  

guests.  The press article taken from a weekly paper called “The Matlock Visitor” lists the names of those in residence.  
Some of the house names may have changed and some properties renumbered.  The grand total of guests listed as 

staying in Matlock Bath is 483.  The actual total could, of course, be much higher. 
 

Royal Hotel  119 Burlington House  7 4 Clarence Terr.  2 Orchard House  10 

New Bath Hotel  42 Edinburgh House  9 5 Clarence Terr.  4 1 Rockvale Villas  4 

Devonshire Hotel  3 Wellington House  7 Avondale  8 2 Rockvale Villas  14 

Hodgkinson’s Hotel  7 Prospect Cottage  6 Sheffield View  12 6 Rockvale Villas  6 

Rose Cottage  8 Belle Vue House  15 The Laurels  16 7 Rockvale Villas  7 

The Arcade  13 5 Clarence Villas  14 Richmond Terr. 4 Holme Road – Mrs Oliver 4 

The Bazaar  8 2 Devonshire Terr. 2 Alpine  6 Holme Road – Mrs Hardy 3 

Milton House  7 4 Devonshire Terr. 3 Glen Villa  10 The Dale – Mrs Fowkes 12 

County and Station  3 South View  2 Ranmoor  6 1 Midland Terrace 5 

Midland Hotel  2 Sheffield House  6 Swiss Cottage  5 3 Midland Terrace  3 

Peveril Hotel  17 Royal Museum  9 Lindum Villa  2 2 Brunswood Terrace  6 

Parade View  16 Parade House  2 1 Holme Villas  4 Dale Crescent  2 

1 North Parade  1 

 

If anyone would like a copy of the section pertaining to their house, please get in touch. If you do find out any more 
about who has been sleeping in your bedroom, have old photos, further information or would just like to do some more 

research please get in touch with us at the project and we will do what we can to help. We will also publish any 
interesting findings in a future News from the Bath.  
 

 Environment Issues 

 

We have written in this newsletter before about the Parish Council being able to assist, whenever possible, individuals or 

groups in the village who want to improve their environment. The latest to join us is a group of residents from South 
End (not the Essex town but the houses opposite Masson Mills). They have started to clear the area of road and the 

grass bank above the bus shelter of litter - quite a task.  Joyce Pawley and Garry Purdy our District Councillors are also 
going to meet the group to see how Derbyshire Dales can assist in their efforts.  If any other group would like to set up 

a tidy up project please tell us about it and we will do what we can to help. 
 

We have previously reminded property/landowners of their responsibilities with regard to land adjacent to footpaths and 
highways.  At this time of the year please make sure that your shrubs or trees that overhang footpaths and highways 

are cut back.  If you know of any ‘hazards’ caused by overhanging shrubs etc. but are not sure who is responsible let us 

know and we will do what we can.  As with everything you report, an exact location and even a photograph is really 
useful.  If reporting issues on the highway, the best locator is the adjacent street light number.  
 

The Parish Council has started its work on footpath maintenance under the Minor Maintenance scheme run by 

Derbyshire County Council. Footpaths are the responsibility of the County Council but each year we get a small amount 
from them to do minor maintenance/clearing of footpaths in Matlock Bath.  If you know of a footpath that needs our 

attention, let us know.   One sure way of keeping our footpaths clear is by using them.  

 

 

A View from the Bath’ is published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace, Derby 
Road, Matlock Bath & printed by Ashover Print 
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